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Dear  

I write in connection with your request for information dated 17th September 2023 

concerning alienating behaviour within a family context. 

I am required by the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to handle all requests in a manner 

that is blind as to the identity and motives of the requestor. Any information released as a 

response to a request is regarded as being published and therefore in the public domain 

without caveat.  

Following receipt of your request, research was conducted by the Public Protection 

Department at Wiltshire Police.  

Your request for information has now been considered and I am not obliged to supply the 

information you have requested.  

You wrote:  

1. Does Wiltshire Police consider alienating behaviour within a family context to be child or 

domestic abuse (for example: using children as a form of control, such as access visits, 

seeking to manipulate children’s feeling towards an ex-partner)? 

 

2. Has your Constabulary made any investigations, arrests or prosecutions where children 

has been used as a form of control (such as access visits, seeking to manipulate children’s 

feeling towards an ex-partner)?  Where available, could you please provide supporting 

numerical data (since 2018)? 

 

3. Does your Constabulary offer Police Officers any specific training or awareness of 

alienating behaviour within a family context ?  If so, could you please provide details? 

 

4. Where Police are called to a domestic incident the tactic of an arrest may be used as a 

safe-guarding measure.  Perpetrators of false allegations can be particularly adept at 

manipulating professionals - does your Constabulary have any policies or training to 

recognise (let alone mitigate) against being manipulated by perpetrators? 
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5. Has your Constabulary cautioned, arrested or pressed charges where false allegations 

have been made in a domestic dispute involving the Police?  Where available, could you 

please provide supporting numerical data (since 2018)? 

 

Response: 

Unfortunately the majority of the information requested is not recorded in a format we 

could search through in a straightforward way – it may be recorded by officers, where 

relevant, within investigation reports but there is no reasonable way of identifying and 

searching for this information. 
 

Under the circumstances I am absolutely confident that to locate, retrieve and extract the 

information you seek would by far exceed the time obligations upon this authority to 

comply, and in so doing would exceed the fees limits.  This is set at £450 calculated at a 

flat rate of £25 per hour for those work activities comprising of confirming the information is 

held, locating it, retrieving it and extracting it. Therefore the whole of the request falls 

under the exemption of section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

Under our Section 16 obligation to provide advice and assistance, Wiltshire Police can 

confirm that the relevant team have recently completed six months worth of Domestic 

Abuse Matters initial training which has a strong focus on recognising controlling and 

coercive behaviour including how a perpetrator might try to manipulate a professional 

which was provided by the charity Safe Lives.   We are now trained to deliver this training 

ourselves and have gone on to do so with the support of our partner agencies (including 

our Victim’s Voice commissioned services).  
 

Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires the Wiltshire Police, when 

refusing to provide such information (because the information is exempt) to provide you the 

applicant with a notice which:   (a) states that fact, (b) specifies the exemption in question 

and (c) states (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. 

 

The exemption applicable to the information requested is:  

 

Section 12:  Exemption where cost of compliance exceeds appropriate limit  

(1) Section 1(1) does not oblige a public authority to comply with a request for information 

if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request would exceed the 

appropriate limit.  

 

In accordance with section 17 of the Act, this letter represents a Refusal Notice for this 

particular request.  

 

I am satisfied that all the relevant information has been passed to me, and been considered 

in the light of your request, within the time constraints applicable under the legislation.  

 

Wiltshire Police would like to thank you for the interest that you have shown in the Force. 

Yours sincerely, 

Force Disclosure Decision Maker 

 


