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Dear ***, 
 
I write in connection with your request for information dated 19th July 2022 concerning Cyber 
Stalking. 
 
I am required by the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to handle all requests in a manner that is 
blind as to the identity and motives of the requestor. Any information released as a response to a 
request is regarded as being published and therefore in the public domain without caveat.  
 
Your request for information has now been considered and having consulted our Business 
Intelligence Unit I am now able to respond as follows. 
 
 
You wrote/Our Response  
 
This data includes all offences relating to the request Stalking Harassment, Malicious 
communications, Controlling and coercive behaviour which have the cyber tag attached ( 
cyber enabled/facilitated / dependant) 
 
1: The total number of cyberstalking incidents recorded per calendar year from 2017 to 2021. 
Please provide an annual breakdown. If you can get 2022 data, can we have a breakdown of the 
first 6 months? For clarification, if you can use the ‘online’ tag and these offences:  
 
Stalking 
Harassment 
Malicious communications 
Controlling and coercive behaviour 
 
  
Reported.Year Crimes Non crime 

incidents 
2017 95 14 
2018 248 30 
2019 524 79 
2020 716 112 
2021 957 121 
2022 490 57 to end June 22 
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Total 3030 413 
 
2: Where possible, provide detail on each recorded incident (e.g harassment, stalking, stalking 
involving serious alarm/distress).  For clarification, if you can give detail on offence type e.g. 
harassment. If you can get 2022 data, can we have a breakdown of the first 6 months? Please 
provide annual breakdown as per Q1 
 
Offence 

C
rim

e/
In

ci
de

n
t 

2017 109 
Causing intentional harassment, alarm or distress (S4A POA) 3 
Engage in controlling/coercive behaviour in an intimate family relationship 1 
Engage in sexual communication with a child 9 
Harassment - breach of restraining order 5 
Harassment (S2 Harassment Act 1997) 77 
Harassment, alarm or distress (S5 POA) 3 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 5 POA) 5 
Stalking involving fear of violence 2 
Stalking involving serious alarm/distress 3 
Stalking without fear/alarm/distress 1 
2018 278 
Breach of a restraining order issued on acquittal (Protection from Harassment Act) 1 
Causing intentional harassment, alarm or distress (S4A POA) 7 
Engage in sexual communication with a child 25 
Harassment - breach of restraining order 20 
Harassment - putting people in fear of violence 2 
Harassment (S2 Harassment Act 1997) 197 
Harassment, alarm or distress (S5 POA) 4 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment or stalking with fear of violence 1 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment or stalking without violence 1 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 5 POA) 4 
Racially or religiously aggravated intentional harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 4a POA) 1 
Stalking involving fear of violence 3 
Stalking involving serious alarm/distress 7 
Stalking without fear/alarm/distress 5 
2019 603 
Adult attempt to engage in sexual communication with a child 6 
Breach of a restraining order issued on acquittal (Protection from Harassment Act) 1 
Causing intentional harassment, alarm or distress (S4A POA) 18 
Engage in controlling/coercive behaviour in an intimate family relationship 7 
Engage in sexual communication with a child 25 
Harassment - breach of conditions of injunction against harassment 1 
Harassment - breach of restraining order 13 
Harassment - putting people in fear of violence 6 
Harassment (S2 Harassment Act 1997) 481 



 

 

Harassment, alarm or distress (S5 POA) 6 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 5 POA) 1 
Stalking involving fear of violence 3 
Stalking involving serious alarm/distress 12 
Stalking without fear/alarm/distress 23 
2020 828 
Adult attempt to engage in sexual communication with a child 8 
Breach of Stalking Order/Interim Stalking Order 1 
Causing intentional harassment, alarm or distress (S4A POA) 9 
Engage in controlling/coercive behaviour in an intimate family relationship 15 
Engage in sexual communication with a child 36 
Harassment - breach of restraining order 9 
Harassment - putting people in fear of violence 11 
Harassment (S2 Harassment Act 1997) 597 
Harassment, alarm or distress (S5 POA) 6 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment or stalking without violence 7 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 5 POA) 6 
Racially or religiously aggravated intentional harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 4a POA) 2 
Stalking involving fear of violence 6 
Stalking involving serious alarm/distress 32 
Stalking without fear/alarm/distress 83 
2021 1078 
Adult attempt to engage in sexual communication with a child 6 
Breach of a restraining order issued on acquittal (Protection from Harassment Act) 1 
Breach of Stalking Order/Interim Stalking Order 2 
Causing intentional harassment, alarm or distress (S4A POA) 23 
Engage in controlling/coercive behaviour in an intimate family relationship 21 
Engage in sexual communication with a child 36 
Harassment 2 
Harassment - breach of conditions of injunction against harassment 3 
Harassment - breach of restraining order 9 
Harassment - putting people in fear of violence 15 
Harassment (S2 Harassment Act 1997) 752 
Harassment, alarm or distress (S5 POA) 8 
Putting people in fear of violence (harassment) 1 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment or stalking without violence 4 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 5 POA) 4 
Racially or religiously aggravated intentional harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 4a POA) 6 
Stalking involving fear of violence 13 
Stalking involving serious alarm/distress 35 
Stalking without fear/alarm/distress 137 
2022 547 
Breach of a restraining order issued on acquittal (Protection from Harassment Act) 2 
Breach of restraining order (harassment) 3 
Causing intentional harassment, alarm or distress (S4A POA) 6 
Causing intentional harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 4a POA) 2 
Engage in controlling/coercive behaviour in an intimate family relationship 12 
Engage in sexual communication with a child 12 



 

 

Harassment 92 
Harassment - breach of restraining order 6 
Harassment - putting people in fear of violence 12 
Harassment (S2 Harassment Act 1997) 271 
Harassment etc. of a person in his home 1 
Harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 5 POA) 3 
Pursue course of conduct in breach of Sec 1 (1) which amounts to stalking 18 
Putting people in fear of violence (harassment) 3 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment or stalking with fear of violence 1 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment or stalking without violence 4 
Racially or religiously aggravated harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 5 POA) 1 
Stalking involving fear of violence 10 
Stalking involving serious alarm/distress 34 
Stalking without fear/alarm/distress 54 
Grand Total 3443 

 
 
3: The number of cyberstalking incidents in which the perpetrator(s) is identified, per calendar 
year from 2017 to 2021.   If you can get 2022 data, can we have a breakdown of the first 6 
months? Please provide annual breakdown as per Q1 
  
Offender identified               
Offence description Reported 

year 
            

  2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Grand 
Total 

Adult attempt to engage in sexual 
communication with a child 

    5 6 5   16 

Breach of a restraining order 
issued on acquittal (Protection 
from Harassment Act) 

  1     1 3 5 

Breach of restraining order 
(harassment) 

          4 4 

Breach of Stalking Order/Interim 
Stalking Order 

      1 2   3 

Causing intentional harassment, 
alarm or distress (S4A POA) 

3 7 19 9 25 6 69 

Causing intentional harassment, 
alarm or distress (Sec 4a POA) 

          2 2 

Engage in controlling/coercive 
behaviour in an intimate family 
relationship 

1   7 16 20 11 55 

Engage in sexual communication 
with a child 

6 13 14 31 20 7 91 

Harassment         2 79 81 
Harassment - breach of 
conditions of injunction against 
harassment 

    1   3   4 

Harassment - breach of 
restraining order 

5 20 14 9 11 7 66 

Harassment - putting people in 
fear of violence 

  1 6 12 18 13 50 

Harassment (S2 Harassment Act 70 191 438 566 744 280 2289 



 

 

1997) 
Harassment etc. of a person in 
his home 

          1 1 

Harassment, alarm or distress 
(S5 POA) 

3 2 5 5 7   22 

Harassment, alarm or distress 
(Sec 5 POA) 

          3 3 

Pursue course of conduct in 
breach of Sec 1 (1) which 
amounts to stalking 

          18 18 

Putting people in fear of violence 
(harassment) 

        1 3 4 

Racially or religiously aggravated 
harassment or stalking with fear 
of violence 

  1       1 2 

Racially or religiously aggravated 
harassment or stalking without 
violence 

  1   7 3 3 14 

Racially or religiously aggravated 
harassment, alarm or distress 
(Sec 5 POA) 

3 2 1 5 5 1 17 

Racially or religiously aggravated 
intentional harassment, alarm or 
distress (Sec 4a POA) 

      2 5   7 

Stalking involving fear of violence 2 3 4 7 15 11 42 
Stalking involving serious 
alarm/distress 

3 7 11 29 40 31 121 

Stalking without 
fear/alarm/distress 

1 5 20 84 134 50 294 

Grand Total 97 254 545 789 1061 534 3280 
 
4: The number of individuals that have reported cyberstalking offences to your police force, per 
calendar year from 2017 to 2021.   If you can get 2022 data, can we have a breakdown of the first 
6 months? Please provide annual breakdown as per Q1 
 
Victims - This is victim - the 
victim does not necessarily report 
the crime 

              

Offence description Reported 
year 

            

  2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 Grand 
Total 

Adult attempt to engage in sexual 
communication with a child 

    6 8 6   20 

Breach of a restraining order issued 
on acquittal (Protection from 
Harassment Act) 

  1 1   1 3 6 

Breach of restraining order 
(harassment) 

          4 4 

Breach of Stalking Order/Interim 
Stalking Order 

      1 2   3 

Causing intentional harassment, 
alarm or distress (S4A POA) 

3 8 19 9 26 6 71 

Causing intentional harassment, 
alarm or distress (Sec 4a POA) 

          2 2 



 

 

Engage in controlling/coercive 
behaviour in an intimate family 
relationship 

1   7 16 21 12 57 

Engage in sexual communication 
with a child 

10 27 26 42 36 15 156 

Harassment         3 96 99 
Harassment - breach of conditions 
of injunction against harassment 

    1   3   4 

Harassment - breach of restraining 
order 

5 20 15 9 11 7 67 

Harassment - putting people in fear 
of violence 

  2 6 12 15 12 47 

Harassment (S2 Harassment Act 
1997) 

78 201 491 609 791 287 2457 

Harassment etc. of a person in his 
home 

          1 1 

Harassment, alarm or distress (S5 
POA) 

3 5 6 6 8   28 

Harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 
5 POA) 

          3 3 

Pursue course of conduct in breach 
of Sec 1 (1) which amounts to 
stalking 

          19 19 

Putting people in fear of violence 
(harassment) 

        1 3 4 

Racially or religiously aggravated 
harassment or stalking with fear of 
violence 

  1       1 2 

Racially or religiously aggravated 
harassment or stalking without 
violence 

  1   7 4 4 16 

Racially or religiously aggravated 
harassment, alarm or distress (Sec 
5 POA) 

5 4 1 6 4 1 21 

Racially or religiously aggravated 
intentional harassment, alarm or 
distress (Sec 4a POA) 

  1   2 6   9 

Stalking involving fear of violence 2 3 3 6 15 10 39 
Stalking involving serious 
alarm/distress 

3 7 12 34 40 35 131 

Stalking without fear/alarm/distress 1 5 25 86 144 55 316 
Grand Total 111 286 619 853 1137 576 3582 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
5: Please provide details relating to the outcome of the perpetrator referenced in Q3  (e.g charge, 
caution, fixed penalty, resolution). This information should be broken down per calendar year from 
2017 to 2021 as per Q1. If you can get 2022 data, can we have a breakdown of the first 6 
months? 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
6. Breakdown of age and gender for all questions. 
Victim Gender and Age 

 



 

 

Suspect gender and age: 

 
 
 
I am satisfied that all the relevant information has been passed to me and been considered in the 
light of your request within the time constraints applicable under the legislation. 
 
 
Wiltshire Police would like to thank you for the interest that you have shown in the Force. 
 



 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Disclosure Decision Maker 
 
 

    Wiltshire Police offers a re-examination of your case under its review procedure. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Force Disclosure Unit 
Wiltshire Police HQ, London Road, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 2DN 

Telephone 101 ext 62005 
 

Freedom of Information Request Appeals Procedure 
 
1. Who Can Ask for a Review 
 
Any person who has requested information from Wiltshire Police, which has been dealt with under 
the Freedom of Information Act, is entitled to complain and request an internal review, if they are 
dissatisfied with the response they received. 
 
2. How to Request a Review 
 
Requests for review of a Freedom of Information request must be made in writing to the: 
Force Disclosure Unit 
Wiltshire Police Headquarters,  
London Road, Devizes,  
Wiltshire,  
SN10 2DN  
 
Email at disclosure@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk.   
 
The reference number, date of the request and details of why the review is being requested must 
be included.  Requests for review should be brought to the attention of the Force Disclosure Unit 
within 20 working days of the Force’s response to the original FoI request. 
 
3. Review Procedure 
 
Receipt of a request for review will be acknowledged in writing to include confirmation of the 
reasons for the review.  The review will be conducted by another Decision Maker, who is 
independent from the original Decision Maker.  The Force Disclosure Unit will set a target date for 
a response.  The response will be made as soon as is practicable with the intention to complete 
the review within twenty working days.  In more complex cases the review may take up to 40 
working days. 
 
The Independent Decision Maker will conduct a review of the handling of the request for 
information and of decisions taken, including decisions taken about where the public interest lies 
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in respect of exempt information where applicable. The review enables a re-evaluation of the 
case, taking into account the matters raised by the complaint. 
 
4. Conclusion of the Appeal 
On completion of the review the Independent Decision Maker will reply to the complainant with 
the result of the review.  If the complainant is still dissatisfied following the review they should 
contact the Information Commissioner to make an appeal.  The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted via the following details: 
 
Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Tel: 01625 545 700 
Fax: 01625 524 510 
Email: mail@ico.gsi.gov.uk 
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