
Email thread 1 

From:   
Sent: 14 July 2022 11:39 
To:  
Subject: RE: Christie Miller 
 
Hi  
 
Yes following the site visit we were fully satisfied and have not received any additional information which would lead us to think the licence has been breached. We are 
awaiting the license return information but this is not due until September 2022.  
 
Many thanks, 
 

 

Senior Adviser – Projects and Strategic Casework Support, Complex Case Unit \\ SSO – Horizon House 

Natural England | Horizon House, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5TL | Tel:  | Mob:  
 

 
 

 
From:   
Sent: 12 July 2022 08:40 
To:  
Subject: RE: Christie Miller 
 
Just checking that you were fully satisfied with how they progressed its still rumbling on but not really any futher evidence 
 
So just confirming 
 

 
 
From:   
Sent: 11 July 2022 14:15 













 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 







 
 

 





Email thread 3 
 
From:   
Sent: 22 June 2022 15:22 
To:  
Cc:   
Subject: RE: Christie Miller Sports Centre demolition/Gull chicks 
 
Hi  
 
We had a query about whether they had a licence from Natural England to demolish Christie Miller where  Gulls were nesting on the roof.  Officers attended work ceased, 
Licence subsequently obtained from Natural England .   WCO and  from Natural England were satisfied that conditions are being met, 
therefore no criminal offences going forward.   alluded in her email to  that it was to be expected that there will be further complaints however they were 
all clear to go ahead. 
 
This was never a media issue….. 
 
 
Hi  
 
Many thanks for sending these across, I can see the roof is still in tact and the gulls as present. I just want to let you know that a licence has now been issued for the site, as 
I expect you will receive from further queries as the roof demolition commences.  
 
If you have any concerns at any points during the demolition works please don’t hesitate to get in touch and update us. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Senior Adviser – Complex Casework Team, National Operations 
Natural England | Horizon House, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5TL | Tel:  | Mob:  
 
Hope that’s ok 
 

 
 
 
 
 







Receipt of this e-mail does not imply consent to use or provide this e-mail address to any third party for any purpose. Wiltshire Council will not request the disclosure of 
personal financial information by means of e-mail any such request should be confirmed in writing by contacting Wiltshire Council.  

  









 
 

 

The RSPB is the UK’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring everyone to give nature a home. Together with our partners, 

we protect threatened birds and wildlife so our towns, coast and countryside will teem with life once again. We play a leading role 

in BirdLife International, a worldwide partnership of nature conservation organisations. 

 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. 

SC037654 

 
 
 
 
  



Email thread 6 

From:   
Sent: 01 June 2022 08:28 
To:  
Cc:    
Subject: RE: Christie miller 
 
Brilliant  if you can add to the niche that would be great x 
 
…Guys if we get calls for the Christie Miller complex they are allowed to be doing it now! 
 
 
From:   
Sent: 28 May 2022 15:40 
To:  
Subject: FW: Christie miller 
 
Hi  
 
Just for your info! 
 

  
 
From:   
Sent: 28 May 2022 15:35 
To:  
Subject: RE: Christie miller 
 
Hi  
 
Many thanks for sending these across, I can see the roof is still in tact and the gulls as present. I just want to let you know that a licence has now been issued for the site, as 
I expect you will receive from further queries as the roof demolition commences.  
 
If you have any concerns at any points during the demolition works please don’t hesitate to get in touch and update us. 
 
Kind regards, 
 





Email thread 7 

From:   
Sent: 28 May 2022 15:37 
To:  
Subject: RE: Christie miller 
 
Hi  
 
Will do.  Surprisingly we have only had the one complaint from  usually has a lot to say about conservation/wildlife etc issues. 
 
Hope you have a nice w/e. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
From:   
Sent: 28 May 2022 15:35 
To:  
Subject: RE: Christie miller 
 
Hi  
 
Many thanks for sending these across, I can see the roof is still in tact and the gulls as present. I just want to let you know that a licence has now been issued for the site, as 
I expect you will receive from further queries as the roof demolition commences.  
 
If you have any concerns at any points during the demolition works please don’t hesitate to get in touch and update us. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Senior Adviser – Complex Casework Team, National Operations 
Natural England | Horizon House, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5TL | Tel:  | Mob:  
 







  

 This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its 

contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural 

England systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure the 

effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.  
  



Email thread 9 

From:   
Sent: 04 May 2022 13:17 
To:  
Subject: Automatic reply: seagulls on roof of Christie Miller demolition site Melksham 
 

I am currently on sick leave. 
 
If you have an urgent query relating to wild bird licensing, please contact  
 
For urgent queries relating to other matters, please contact  

 

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, store or copy any of its 
contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses whilst within the Natural 
England systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure 
the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.  
  







 
 
From:   
Sent: 25 April 2022 16:01 
To:  
Subject: A09 application form to remove gulls 
 
Dear  
 
Thank you for calling a moment ago, as promised, please see attached the A09 application form. Just to reiterate what I said on the phone: 

- You must be able to demonstrate that the delaying the demolition would compromise public health and safety – a letter of confirmation from the site safety 
manager will be enough to do this 

- As the gulls are still in the early stages of nest building, you will need to attempt to prevent them from nesting further. Common deterrents include 
o Falconry 
o Distress call device 
o Lasers (can be costly but may be appropriate for short term if available for hire) 
o Wires, flags or streamers (likely not practical at this site but may be worth investigating) 

Your contractor should be able to advice on what is most appropriate for the site. 
 
In the event that the deterrents do not work and the gulls continue to build or lay eggs, please complete the attached form and send back to me preferably with a H&S 
manager report. 
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate drop me an email or call. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Senior Adviser – Complex Casework Team, National Operations 
Natural England | Horizon House, Deanery Road, Bristol, BS1 5TL | Tel:  | Mob:  
 



 
 

 
 
 
This message has been sent using TLS 1.2 This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received it in error you have no authority to 
use, disclose, store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender. Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for 
known viruses whilst within the Natural England systems, we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. Communications on Natural England systems may be 
monitored and/or recorded to secure the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This email originates from Wiltshire Council and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information and may be subject to Copyright or Intellectual Property 
rights. It is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender and delete the 
email from your inbox. Any disclosure, reproduction, dissemination, modification and distribution of the contents of the email is strictly prohibited. Email content may be 
monitored by Wiltshire Council to ensure compliance with its policies and procedures. No contract is intended by this email, and any personal opinions expressed in this 
message are those of the sender and should not be taken as representing views of Wiltshire Council. Please note Wiltshire Council utilises anti-virus scanning software but 
does not warrant that any e-mail or attachments are free from viruses or other defects and accepts no liability for any losses resulting from infected e-mail transmissions. 
Receipt of this e-mail does not imply consent to use or provide this e-mail address to any third party for any purpose. Wiltshire Council will not request the disclosure of 
personal financial information by means of e-mail any such request should be confirmed in writing by contacting Wiltshire Council.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This email originates from Wiltshire Council and any files transmitted with it may contain confidential information and may be subject to Copyright or Intellectual Property 
rights. It is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the sender and delete the 
email from your inbox. Any disclosure, reproduction, dissemination, modification and distribution of the contents of the email is strictly prohibited. Email content may be 
monitored by Wiltshire Council to ensure compliance with its policies and procedures. No contract is intended by this email, and any personal opinions expressed in this 
message are those of the sender and should not be taken as representing views of Wiltshire Council. Please note Wiltshire Council utilises anti-virus scanning software but 
does not warrant that any e-mail or attachments are free from viruses or other defects and accepts no liability for any losses resulting from infected e-mail transmissions. 
Receipt of this e-mail does not imply consent to use or provide this e-mail address to any third party for any purpose. Wiltshire Council will not request the disclosure of 
personal financial information by means of e-mail any such request should be confirmed in writing by contacting Wiltshire Council.  

  





 

 
 

Sent from the all new AOL app for Android 
 





Email thread 12 

From:   
Sent: 29 June 2022 08:37 
To:  
Subject: RE: Christie Miller - seagulls 
 
A no from me about hedge cutting there was something in the press last year but you are totally correct unless a large establish hedge is taken out (over a certain meterage 
then that would be a planning breach) and although it says best not to cut hedges from March to August each year it is only advisory and like you say it is the Wildlife and 
Country side act kicks in if there is evidence that birds nest have been destroyed pics dated etc unless you were called to scene at the time and witnessed broken eggs and 
nests scattered.   
 
The advise is spot on  
 

 
 
From:   
Sent: 26 June 2022 13:42 
To:  
Subject: Christie Miller - seagulls 
 
Hello  
 
I have been asked to contact you about the demolition of Christie Miller, Melksham whilst seagulls were in situ. Demolition was stopped until the demolition company had 
carried out measures to scare the birds away.  Destruction of wildlife is upsetting however Natural England was satisfied the demolition company had complied with 
measures to scare the birds away and issued a Licence accordingly for the work to continue.   
 
With regards to the hedge cutting – my colleague was unable to find any report regarding this.  Potentially hedge cutting can be carried out as long as the hedge has been 
thoroughly checked for nesting birds as they will be protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act; offences will be committed under that act if evidence is provided 
showing for example photos of birds nest destruction that show the nests in situ and are dated relevantly.  The hedges you mentioned have been cut down intermittently 
so presumably there were no nesting birds in those sections. 
 
Kind regards 

 
 

 
Neighbourhood Team Melksham Rural 
E:  



M:  
 



Email thread 13 

From:   
Sent: 29 June 2022 07:44 
To:  
Subject: FW: Christie Miller - seagulls 
 
Hi  
 
I didn’t see any photos of gull chicks. 
 
I don’t know what the Licence means, ie should the demo company be responsible for rescuing chicks or should Natural England be involved? 
 
Please advise 
 
Thank you 

  
 
From:   
Sent: 26 June 2022 19:04 
To:  
Subject: Re: Christie Miller - seagulls 
 
Thank you   
However if you look at the Melksham news, on the inside continuation page there is a picture of a gull chick still alive amongst the debris. I dont know if the chick was 
rescued but this is not only inhumane but may have been a red listed herring gull chick.  
If Natural England were satisfied, the standard reply from the council, then something has been missed, and i would like it taken further please.  
Avian flu is devastating the wild bird population right now, especially sea birds. How can it be justified to leave a potentially red listed gull chick to perish amongst 
demolition rubble? 
Regarding the hedge cutting, it is doubtful that the hedges were checked for nest as it was cur using the flail machine. Hey Ho - yet anorher battle for nature and nesting 
birds lost.  
Please look into the abandoned gull chick further.  
Best wishes  

 
 
On Sun, 26 Jun 2022 at 13:42,  wrote: 

Hello  



  

I have been asked to contact you about the demolition of Christie Miller, Melksham whilst seagulls were in situ. Demolition was stopped until the demolition company had 
carried out measures to scare the birds away.  Destruction of wildlife is upsetting however Natural England was satisfied the demolition company had complied with 
measures to scare the birds away and issued a Licence accordingly for the work to continue.   

 With regards to the hedge cutting – my colleague was unable to find any report regarding this.  Potentially hedge cutting can be carried out as long as the hedge has been 
thoroughly checked for nesting birds as they will be protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act; offences will be committed under that act if evidence is provided 
showing for example photos of birds nest destruction that show the nests in situ and are dated relevantly.  The hedges you mentioned have been cut down intermittently 
so presumably there were no nesting birds in those sections. 

  

Kind regards 

  

 

Neighbourhood Team Melksham Rural 

E:  

M:  

  

  



Email thread 14 

From:   
Sent: 13 June 2022 09:18 
To:    
Subject: RE: Demolition work in Bowerhill, Wiltshire 
 
Hello  
 
A Licence to allow the demolition work to proceed was issued by Natural England.  This information is on the occurrence.   
 
The issue here is that Wiltshire Council hired a demolition company to carry out the work without checking on the seagulls first, consequently the work began and was 
reported due to nesting birds so the demolition company had to hire a Falconer to scare the birds away for four days, subsequently Natural England granted a Licence for 
the demolition to continue. 
 
Kind regards 
 

  
 
From:   
Sent: 09 June 2022 11:16 
To:    
Subject: FW: Demolition work in Bowerhill, Wiltshire 
 
Hi all, 
 
We’ve received the below email from the RSPB, which I think relates to Niche :  I’ve had a look through the Niche and can see that you’ve all had some sort of 
involvement with this issue. 
 
I’m not working tomorrow, so would one of you be able to contact  on the below email address and update him from a police perspective? I’ll drop him an email to 
let him know that someone will be in touch. 
 
Many thanks, 
 

 
 

 

Media Officer 





 

UK Headquarters The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire SG19 2DL 

Tel  

 

rspb.org.uk 

 
 

 

The RSPB is the UK’s largest nature conservation charity, inspiring everyone to give nature a home. Together with our partners, 

we protect threatened birds and wildlife so our towns, coast and countryside will teem with life once again. We play a leading role 

in BirdLife International, a worldwide partnership of nature conservation organisations. 

 

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. 

SC037654 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




